
The Heroes of Faith 

 And what more shall I say?  

I do not have time to tell about Gideon, Barak, Samson,  

Jephthah, David, Samuel and the prophets, who through faith  

conquered kingdoms, administered justice, and gained what was promised;  

who shut the mouths of lions, quenched the fury of the flames,  

and escaped the edge of the sword; whose weakness was turned to strength;  

and who became powerful in battle and routed foreign armies.   

 

Women received back their dead, raised to life again.   

Others were tortured and refused to be released, so that they might gain  

a better resurrection.  Some faced jeers and flogging, while still others  

were chained and put into prison.  They were stoned; they were sawed in two;  

they were put to death by the sword.  They went about in sheepskins  

and goatskins, destitute, persecuted, and mistreated – the world was not worthy of them.   

They wandered in deserts and mountains, and in caves and holes in the ground.   

 

Hebrews 11:32-38 

 

Intro 

At the end of Hebrews 11 we find the most comprehensive list of all that God accomplished 

through these heroes of faith.  The Israelites and their leaders conquered kingdoms, administered 

justice, and gained what was promised – a land of their own and so much more.  God shut the 

mouths of the lions for Daniel, and quenched the fury of the flames in the fire for Shadrach, 

Meshach, and Abednego.  Countless stories in the Old Testament tell of those whose weakness 

was turned to strength, becoming powerful in battle and overtaking their enemies, including 

some that we have studied, including David and Gideon.   

There are certainly many more people in the Old Testament whose lives are full of faith: Aaron, 

Moses’ brother, who became the first of the Levitical priesthood; Joshua and Caleb, who alone 

of the twelve spies came back to Moses and Aaron believing that they could conquer the land 

with God’s blessing; Ruth, who left her home and her family to follow her mother-in-law, 

Naomi, back to her homeland and to the Israelite God; Solomon, the wisest king ever to live, 

who was wise only because he asked God for wisdom; Nehemiah, who rebuilt the wall around 

Jerusalem despite much opposition; Esther, who went before the king unsummoned to save her 

people; Job, who endured persecution and hardship at the hand of Satan but never turned away 

from God; the prophets, who do not get mentioned by name in Hebrews 11, but who nonetheless 

make up many of the books in our Canon – Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekial, Daniel, Hosea, Joel, Amos, 



Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum, Habbakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi, not to 

mention Elijah, Elisha, Nathan, and many, many others. 

Who else do you think belongs in this list of Heroes of Faith? 

 

 

 

Of course, there are New Testament heroes that we can name as well, though they would not 

have been what the author of Hebrews was primarily focused on.  The twelve disciples, the 

women who gathered around Jesus, including Mary and Martha, Lazarus, Zacchaeus, the 

centurion with a sick servant in Luke 7, Jarius (Mark 5) and the bleeding woman who touched 

the hem of Jesus’ garment (Matthew 9), Paul, Barnabas, and Timothy – just to name a few.  But 

what all of these people in the Old Testament and the New Testament have in common is that 

they were all imperfect people.   

The disciples?  They had their doubts.  Mary and Martha?  They had their quarrels and 

complaints.  Paul?  He started out as Saul, a murderer of Christians, for crying out loud!   

Can you think of any other New Testament men or women who you think belong on this list of 

heroes? 

 

 

 

What’s interesting to me is what Hebrews 11 points out in verses 35 through 38.  It’s not exactly 

an encouraging list of what happened to these heroes of faith.  It starts out okay – women 

received back their dead – but goes downhill pretty quickly with torture, jeers, flogging, prison, 

stoning, being sawed in two or death by the sword.  Persecution is no new thought to many of us, 

but rarely have we ourselves experienced it for our faith.  The scenes that come unbidden to our 

minds are the shootings at Columbine and at Umpqua Community College based on religion.  

The underground churches in China that fear discovery, forced to meet in secret.  Persecution is 

real in many, many parts of the world, but we rarely know it here in the US.  But this 

persecution, this ridicule that the recipients of Hebrews were facing?  It was causing them to 

want to throw in the towel, to quit, to give up.  The author of Hebrews reminds them through 



Hebrews 11 of the faithful heroes they have to follow, and of what they endured for the sake of 

Christ.  This exhortation is in the same line as Paul when he says: 

 
But whatever were gains to me I now consider loss for the sake of Christ.

 
What is more, I 

consider everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for 

whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them garbage, that I may gain Christ 
 
and be found in 

him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through 

faith in Christ—the righteousness that comes from God on the basis of faith.
 
I want to 

know Christ—yes, to know the power of his resurrection and participation in his 

sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 
11 

and so, somehow, attaining to the resurrection from 

the dead. 

Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already arrived at my goal, but I press on to take 

hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself 

yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward 

what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me 

heavenward in Christ Jesus. (Philippians 3:7-14) 

Paul, who endured much persecution, counted it all joy in Christ because he knew that there was 

something greater that his faith was placed in, someone greater.  Even James says to consider it 

all joy when we face trails of many kinds, because the testing of our faith develops perseverance.  

The testing of our faith reminds us that we have faith, and that that faith is placed in an 

unshakeable, amazing God, who has done all of these things through the heroes mentioned in 

Hebrews 11 and throughout Scripture.   

And so, I ask you today to think of people in your own circles who you might say are men or 

women of faith.  Imperfect, ordinary people who God is doing extraordinary things through.  

Perhaps you first think of historical figures, such as William Wilberforce, the man who nearly 

singlehandedly brought about the abolition of the slave trade in Great Britain.  Or perhaps you 

think of people like Mother Teresa, or the Popes of the past and present.  Or maybe your 

thoughts go to a sixteen year old boy, fighting brain cancer, who has touched many people with 

his steadfast faith.   

If someone were to, today, come into your church or your family or your school and write a 

Hebrews 11 for you and those you know, what would it say?  How are you living by faith in light 

of those heroes who have gone before you? 


