
Faith For The Next Generation 

By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau in regard to their future. 

 

Hebrews 11:20 

 

My parents and I sat in our worn van, in a line of cars that was miles long, waiting to move me 

into my dorm as a freshman at Gordon College.  Amidst the throngs of cars and kids and parents 

and stuff stood the President and First Lady of Gordon College, Jud and Jan Carlberg.  They 

were handing out water to parents and students as they waited in the seemingly never-ending 

lines to get to the proper dorm.  The President and First Lady were two of the most humble 

servants I knew at Gordon College, and I knew it from the day I met them when they handed me 

a water bottle. 

 

Jud and Jan were like family to the students of Gordon College, inviting them into their home 

and their lives, loving them as only they could.  One of the other icons of Gordon College, if you 

will, is Dr. Marv Wilson.  Dr. Wilson is a short, older gentleman who teaches in the Biblical 

Studies department at Gordon College.  He is a translator and editor of the New International 

Version of the Bible, and has also contributed notes in the NIV study Bible for two Old 

Testament books.  Learning from Dr. Wilson was truly a highlight of my career at Gordon 

College, as was learning from the example set by Jud and Jan Carlberg.   

 

Jan has written a book called The Welcome Song, in which she recounts a story of the funeral of 

Marv Wilson’s mother.  She writes, 

 

Marv Wilson spoke first, though he said nothing from the podium.  He simply sat 

on the front row with his wife, Polly, and their grandson, Ian.  I watched Ian 

nestle under the wings of Marv and Polly.  Sometimes Ian’s head rested on his 

grandpa’s shoulder.  And God spoke to me of safe places and strong shoulders 

and of loving the next generation to Jesus.  I want to be that kind of person.  I 

want Gordon College to be that kind of place. […] These grandparents pray that, 

someday, by faith, Ian and Jay will take their own stands beneath the cross of 

Jesus, and they’ll become the strong shoulders, the safe places, the singers, and 

love-links for another generation.
1
 

 



Isn’t that what every Christian parent and grandparent wants for their children?  To be a strong 

shoulder and safe place, showing them the love of Christ so that they might become the strong 

shoulders and safe places for the next generation?  Even as just a babysitter to many kids in my 

church, this is what I want for them.  That when they need a shoulder to cry on and mom’s not 

there, I can be.  I pray that my example can be one to follow, and that they will grow up and by 

faith walk in the light.   

 

Are there children in your life – your own, nieces, nephews, children at your church – that you 

hope this for?  Write their names here, and this week, pray for them, that they would walk in the 

light by faith as they grow older.   

 

 

 

 

But nothing you or I do guarantees that children will walk in the light.  Examples of prominent 

Christian leaders and their prodigal children abound.  And yet, Proverbs 22:6 reminds us, “Start 

children off on the way they should go, and even when they are old they will not turn from it.” 

(NIV) 

 

Are there people in your life who are running from God right now?  How can you be praying for 

them to return to the way they should go, and if possible, what can you do for them? 

 

 

 

 

As we continue our journey in Hebrews 11, we come to three men who, as fathers, raised their 

children in the way they should go.  What Hebrews commends these men for is not their many 

good deeds or their many accomplishments.  Let’s take a look at these three men – Isaac in this 

chapter, and Jacob and Joseph in the next – and discover what they were commended for.   

 

 



Isaac   

After the almost sacrifice of his life as a testing of his father, Abraham’s, faith, we don’t get 

more on Isaac’s childhood.  We pick up his story shortly after his mother’s death when Isaac was 

almost 40 years old.  Isaac’s father, Abraham, asks a servant to go get a wife for his son in 

Genesis 24, and the servant comes back with a young woman named Rebekah.  “So she became 

his wife, and he loved her; and Isaac was comforted after his mother’s death.” (Genesis 24:67b, 

NIV)  After Abraham’s death, Genesis records that God blessed Isaac (25:11).   

 

Rebekah was barren, and so Isaac prays to the Lord on her behalf, and the Lord blesses Rebekah 

with twins, the older, Esau, and the younger, Jacob.  During her pregnancy, Rebekah felt the 

babies jostling within her, and asked the Lord, “Why is this happening to me?”  The Lord replies, 

“Two nations are in your womb, and two peoples from within you will be separated; one people 

will be stronger than the other, and the older will serve the younger.” (Genesis 25:23, NIV)   

The boys grow up, and Esau becomes a hunter while Jacob is more of the stay-at-home type, 

making food and taking care of their tents.  Jacob is ever the schemer, gaining the advantage 

over his brother by trading Esau’s birthright as firstborn son for a bowl of soup and some bread, 

and then stealing the blessing that is rightly Esau’s.   

 

Read Genesis 27:1-40 

 

This is what Isaac is commended for in Hebrews 11.  By faith he blesses both of his sons, 

fulfilling the words of the Lord in Genesis 25 to Rebekah.    Isaac trusts that God will fulfill the 

promises he made to Abraham through his sons.   

Esau doesn’t get much face-time in Genesis, but we do find that, when he was 40 years old, he 

married Judith, a Hittite.  “They were a source of grief to Isaac and Rebekah.” (Genesis 26:35, 

NIV).   

 

Read Genesis 27:46-28:9 

 

Isaac and Rebekah presumably raised both of their sons to believe in the God of Abraham, and 

yet one of their sons (Esau) does stray before coming back to what is right.  Jacob, on the other 



hand, although a schemer and a cheat, wrestles with God and is even commended in Hebrews 11 

for his faith.   

 

Isaac’s faith reflected the certainty that God would do as He promised, and spurred him to action 

as well, not content to just sit back and let Jacob make the same mistake as Esau, but to 

encourage him to go out and do what was right.   

 

Isaac’s faith was passed on to the next generation through his love, his patience, and his actions.  

His faith became his son’s faith, and his son’s faith, and his son’s faith…all the way through the 

generations.   

 

 

When the Israelites were in the desert east of the Jordan, Moses proclaimed to them all that the 

Lord commanded him, which is what the book of Deuteronomy records.  ‘Don’t forget what 

you’ve seen,’ Moses exhorts.  ‘Teach them to your children and to their children after them.’ 

(Deuteronomy 4:9, NIV)  Again and again, Moses exhorts the Israelites to teach their children all 

that God has done. 

 

Read Deuteronomy 6:1-9, 11:18-21, 32:45-47 

 

Those commands didn’t die with the coming of the new covenant of Christ.  We are still called 

to teach our children the words of the Lord, and to bind these words on our hearts.  We’re called 

to pass on our faith to the next generation – as parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles, babysitters, 

and friends.   

 

Chances are pretty good that you’ll have a prodigal child in your congregation, your family, or 

your community.  But we can’t just let them go.  We were, as Jan said, their strong shoulder and 

safe place when they were growing up.  And now we’ve just got to love them to Jesus.   

 

Loving them to Jesus can mean pursuing them until they stop running.  Loving them to Jesus can 

mean letting them run, and waiting with open arms when they do come back.  Loving them to 



Jesus can mean sending them to talk to someone else, realizing that you can’t help them right 

now.  Loving them to Jesus can mean letting them make mistakes that land them in prison, and 

then offering them a hand up and a hug.   

 

Loving them to Jesus can be hard, even when they aren’t running away.  And yet, as we love 

children to Jesus, we get a glimpse of the love that our Father has for us.  A love that welcomes 

us back after we have strayed, a love that calls us home, and a love that will never fail.  A love 

that gave up everything for us, shed his own son’s blood on the cross.  A love that calls us to 

faith, and to action.   

 

We have faith, as Isaac did, that God will fulfill his promises in us and in our children, no matter 

what.  That even when it seems impossible, God will work all things for the good of those who 

love him.  Rest in that hope today.   
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